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test drive: 
specialty lighting
The Better to See You With: 

Desk Lamps for Sewists

I
f you’re still flirting with your 20s or 30s, this 
topic might not be of much interest to you.
 But it will be. 

We promise.
It’s one of several horrid, terribly unfair facts 

about aging that your ability to see detail diminish-
es as you add years to your eyes. 

Alas, there is help. Lighting. And these days 
there are plenty of choices to, ahem, look into.

We picked just five: three from leading manu-
facturers catering to sewists and two from IKEA, 
because, hey, it’s our Valhalla. (Price point and 
great design suck us in every single time.)

Each will add a little or a lot of illumination to 
the sewing situation of your choice. But a couple 
lights stand out as Worthy of Receiving Diverted 
Stash Dollars. (Anything else that we spend money 
on takes away from the ultimate acquisition—fab-
ric.)

Our Test Drive started simply enough. We 
opened the boxes. Each light came with the re-
quired bulb. We concentrated on tabletop models. 
Only the Ott required some assembly, and that was 
simply screwing the base and the arm together with 
the supplied mini-wrench. 

Then we turned the overheads off and our test 
models on, one-by-one. 

Did you know that lighting can be as subjective 
as thread? What one of us felt was “true lighting” 
did not always find agreement from another. As 
well, depending on your level of sensitivity, you 
might prefer a bright light whereas someone else 
needs less glare.   

That’s why when we do these Test Drives, we 
try to explain what worked—and didn’t—for each 
product. We’ll do the same here.

What we did agree upon was that our lights 
needed to provide strong lighting with long-lasting 
bulbs. The light’s design required a flexible neck so 
that we could reposition it over our machines or 
handwork. We also wanted lights that were porta-
ble. And the overall design needed to be attractive 
because we like pretty things. 

So without further ado, we’ll say Ott Light, that 
longtime leader in easing sewist eyestrain, is still a 
great buy. And Stella Lighting provides an excel-
lent alternative with many features and flexibility. 
But the price point might send you crying from 
the store. Ott uses fluorescent tech whereas Stella 
works with LEDs. The difference is in the amount 
of energy used and the bulb longevity. But both 
types of bulbs are far longer lasting than our 
traditional incandescent bulbs, and the bulbs are 
designed to provide the “truest” light possible.
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Stella 10-watt 3-way spectrum LED
www.stellalighting.com
$198

This sexy number will give your heart pause. It’s 
sleek and rounded with a solid base and a long 
arm. That means that there’s a lot of light over your 
work, which can really help.

Also, we loved that there were three light set-
tings (warm, natural and cool) and for each setting, 
several levels of illumination. Spoiled for choice, 
Stella becomes the leader for meeting the most 
needs in one unit. 

Because Stella uses LED technology, there is no 
bulb to replace and the manufacturer says that it 
has a 50,000-hour lifespan. 

Lastly, we love well-designed packaging and 
Stella has it. The box is meant to be kept as the light 
is easily packed into it and a handle allows it to be 
carried here and there. 

But nothing is perfect and we have slight 

problems with the Stella (and neither are big 
enough issues to prevent the plunkage of dough). 
First, it’s not a tall light. It is long. A couple of us 
preferred to have our lighting higher, mostly so it’s 
not getting in the way of our faces. As we sewed, 
we had to be intentional about where the light was 
positioned so it would be out of the way.

The second issue is the on-off design. Stella has 
a touch base and adjustments are made with a sim-
ple finger-flirt. But, we found that the sensors were 
sometimes too sensitive—picking up our minor 
brush when we reached for something else—and 
sometimes not sensitive enough—leading us to 
keep touching the base for a response. Again, while 
you can probably get why we point this out, it was 
not a big enough issue to dissuade our love.   

A note about the double pics for each light: We 
wanted to show both the overall design of the lights 
AND give you a sense of the light's color and the 
spread of the illumination. That's why there are two 
different angles for each light.
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OttLite 18-watt Classic Table 
Lamp fluorescent
www.ottlite.com
$64.99

We won’t be dragging this one around with 
us. At almost 8 pounds, this baby is hefty! But 
we surprisingly liked this fact, as long as we 
weren’t looking to show her off away from the 
studio. The weight comes from the base, which 
means when we’re sewing, the machine’s vibra-
tion will not impact this lamp.

Another thing we really like was that it was 
the tallest of the models we chose, with the 
longest flexible neck. So the light can be above 
our heads if we wish. 

The quality of the light was wonderful. It 
was white and bright and really seemed to 
show off our fabrics’ true colors at night.

Alas, nothing is perfect. Some issues we 
found with our Ott included having only one 
setting-on. No dimming. No alternative light 
color. Just bright. 

Also, this is fluorescent technology and 
bulbs are required. Ott says its bulb should last 
about 10,000 hours—still a good deal longer 
than a traditional incandescent bulb. Lastly, 
there wasn’t anything sexy about this lamp’s 
look, thought Ott has plenty of other choices 
that are more visually interesting. 

As we said, this is a good, solid pick at a rea-
sonable price point to outfit your studio with.
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cords. Having an unattached cord to work this light 
means potentially losing it in our travels. And then 
we’d really be in the dark. 

Jansjo by IKEA, 3-watt LED
www.ikea.com
$14.99

This cutie is meant to give a helping glow, and not 
much more. 

It clamps onto a desk’s/table’s edge, which 
sounds like a good idea. And then it’s got a long 
flex-neck that lets you twist it where needed. Here’s 
the problem: The weight of the lamp drags the 
neck down, an issue made worse when the lamp is 
positioned high or over a spot.

What it does do is fold up small for easy stash-
ing in your sewing case. But know that it does need 
to be plugged in, which is limiting. 

It comes in black, white, orange, pink and 
turquoise, and that did bring a smile to our faces. 
But color is not enough of a reason to grab this 
one. Sigh.

Verilux SmartLight Deluxe Original 
Desk Lamp 27-watt fluorescent
www.verilux.com
$59.99

The Verilux was okay. 
The design was curvier than the Ott, similar 

to the Stella but without the long arm. Its base 
was sturdy, but not weighted. It would be easy to 
transport this model. It was nicely rounded, but the 
buff color was not the greatest. (The other two were 
white.)

The Verilux DID have two settings: bright white 
and warm muted. But, the muted light was very 
pale and hard to see with, making it impractical. 

Something we really did not like about this 
model was the power cord needed to be plugged 
into the lamp at the base. It’s one of those single 
prong plugs, like we have on our iPhone head-
phones. This plug kept slipping out of the hole, 
right out of the box! It just wasn’t a solid fit and we 
weren’t sure why it was even needed. Personally, we 
have a hard enough time keeping track of our other 
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Harte by IKEA, 3-watt LED
www.ikea.com
$19.99

There’s a little more potential in this offering.
It has cool design and, while small, is tall 

enough for practical use. The neck is flexible and 
the triangle base means it won’t tip easily. It’s also 
easy to tuck into a sewing bag. Just be careful not 
to smoosh it.  

What we really like about this one is that any 
USB port, as well as a standard plug, can power 
it. So if you’re using it at your computer or a 
fancy-schmancy sewing machine, you don’t need 
to find an extra outlet. 

The light is warm and it’s not too bright, but 
would be bright enough to use as a supplemental 
light. And it comes in pink, white and black. 

With the low cost and USB plug, this might be 
a good little light to have around as a back up.


